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382 Book Notices. 

one who wishes to get a clearer insight into the essence of things 
American and the conspicuous influences that are helping to shape 
the destinies of the Western peoples. 

The Alaska Boundary. By Professor George Davidson. 2jj pp. and 
2 charts. Alaska Packers' Association, San Francisco, ipoj. 

This extended paper was completed by Professor Davidson three 
months before the Alaska Boundary Tribunal announced its de- 
cision in October last. It is an historical, geographical, and criti- 
cal examination of the whole boundary question. The result of 
comprehensive and scientific research, it is gratifying that Professor 
Davidson's work has been put into book form, for it is a compact, 
well arranged, learned, and, on the whole, a judicial treatment of 
one of the most important diplomatic questions in our history. A 
chart exhibits the lisiere, as claimed by the parties in the dispute, 
and another shows the relation of Portland'Channel to Pearse Chan- 
nel and the awarded boundary. 

Wanderungen und Forschungen im Nor d- Hinterland von Kamerun. 
By Franz Hutter. pp. xii and 578, ijo illustrations, including 
many photographs and 2 maps. Friedrich Vieweg &* Son, Bruns- 
wick, 1902. {Price, 1 5 marks.) 

This book is a summing up of experiences, impressions, and 
scientific observations during the last official explorations in the 
northern hinterland of Kamerun in 1891-1893. For a long time 
thereafter this part of the Protectorate was wholly neglecte'd by 
the German Government, but the re-establishment of the station 
Bali and the reawakened interest in this region, whose resources 
and tribes have been shown to be worthy of more attention, make 
the appearance of this exhaustive summary of good work done 
very timely. Hutter's book happily combines scientific spirit and 
method with a clear and interesting style; and as he ignores the 
trivial and seizes upon the essence of things, his book is one of 
substance. More than half of it is devoted to the results of his 
observations in that part of the country lying between 4° 30' and 
8° N. Lat. , and 9 30' and 12° E. Long., in which he first describes 
the woodlands and their people and then deals with the grass 
lands and their inhabitants. He depicts the geographical aspects 
of each division, and then gives much ethnological and anthro- 
pological information, sketching the tribes in their life, customs, 
and arts and social, political, and religious conditions. The book 
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is illustrated with many half-tone views and also a large number of 
woodcuts, especially elucidating the native arts. (For notice of 
Hutter's maps see "New Maps" in this number of the Bulletin.) 

The Louisiana? Purchase and the Exploration, Early History and Build- 
ing of the West. By Ripley Hitchcock. 349 pp. , 61 illustrations, 
3 maps, and an Index. Ginn &• Co., Boston, ipoj. (Price, $1.23.) 
In 1803 the United States purchased from France the region 
claimed by that country lying between the Mississippi River and 
the Rocky Mountains. The Louisiana Purchase, as it is called, 
embraced about one-third of our present territory, and the St. 
Louis Exposition is commemorative of the great transaction. Mr. 
Hitchcock tells the story of this large part of our West, including 
the work of the Spanish and French pioneers, the explorations 
after the Purchase, and the aspects of the region through its 
formative periods and up to the present time, when it contains 
15,000,000 inhabitants. In this clear and simple narrative Mr. 
Hitchcock brings together much material that is usually scattered 
through different volumes, and gives a comprehensive and con- 
secutive view of our early West and the influences that made the 
region what it has become. Most of the illustrations are drawn 
from early sources. Lewis and Clark did not hear that Alexander 
Hamilton had been killed in a duel by Burr till two years after the 
tragedy had occurred — a fact that illustrates the complete isolation 
in which they lived during their great journey. 



NOTES AND NEWS. 

The Eighth International Geographic Congress. — The 
Committee of Arrangements announce that the Congress will be 
opened at the Columbian University Hall, Washington, D. C, on 
Thursday forenoon, September 8. On the preceding evening an 
informal reception will be held at Hubbard Memorial Hall by 
President McGee, of the National Geographic Society. During the 
three days in Washington general sessions of the Congress will be 
held in the mornings; the afternoons will be given to sectional 
meetings, receptions, and other social gatherings. The Congress 
will be received by Mrs. Gardiner G. Hubbard at "Twin Oaks" on 
Friday afternoon; by the Smithsonian Institution on Saturday 



